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■ Abstract: ' • 

An inserter assembly is operable between a closed 
condition blocking movement of a suture anchor through the 
inserter assembly and ah open condition in which the 
5 insezrter assembly is ineffective to block movement of the 
anchor. The inserter assembly may have an end portion 
which pierces body tissue. In one embodiment^ a tubular 
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O member has a plurality of segments which are moved from a 
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N closed condition to an open condition. In another 

O 10 embodiment^ a plurality of wires extend along an inner side 
of a passage in a sheathe As the suture anchor slides 

Q along the wires, force is trainsmitted to the sheath to 
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ii e^and the sheath and operate the inserter assembly from 

the closed condition to the open condition. If desired, 

" 15 the wires 'may be omitted and the sheath resiliently 

expanded by a member which encloses the suture anchor. 

Indicia may be provided to indicate the depth to which the 

inserter assembly is inserted into body tissue. 


